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Members Dropped - Charles, Keith 


Those Who Owe Money - Andy, Guy Consolmagno, John, Barry, Sheila, Dave, 
Eric 


Those Who Should Postmail - Andy, Nikki, Guy C., Hugh, Al, John, Sheila, 
Jamie, Bill, Sam, Tullio, Greg, Renee/Marty, Dean, Dick, Linda, Rolf, ae 
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NOTES FROM THE CHAIR 


First of all, there was an error in the 555 Times last issue - this is 
the October issue, that was the August issue. Sorry. 


| 
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As for the apa itself, I keep hearing encouraging things from the 
members, but the pages are still blank. I am getting trickles of response, 
so I'll keep putting this out until the flow stops entirely. C'mon guys, 
give me a flood! 


Actually, this issue is shaping up to be back on the right track - 
we've got contributions from people we haven't heard from in a long time 


(both new members and old), and longer contributions from those who've 
stayed active. Keep up the good work! 


HERE RHEE HERE 


Do any of you really pay attention to "those who should postmail or 
contribute next issue"? Or even if your name is on the "those who owe 
money" list? If not - if it really doesn't matter to you, then I'll stop 
listing those things to save space and hopefully copy costs in the long 
run. I hope that you are encourged to action when you see that you owe 
money - I don't really expect that you'll go out and write a zine because 
the apa says you should postmail, especially since I've already said that I 
won't drop people for not making minac. But I really cannot afford to send 
zines to people on my own money, especially right now. So please send me 
some money if your name is on “owes" list - or even if your account is 
getting low (anything under $ 2.00 before postage probably means you should 
send some money). So let me know if I should just eliminate those lists. 


See you in January - at Ishercon if you can make it, in the apa if you 
can't (or even if you can)! 


GTB 


Q zine for QP9-TECH by................ David D. Levine 
19355 $0 65th #94 
Tualatin, OR 97962 

7/28/85 {503) 692-1796 


Hi guys! Remember me? 


It's been well over a year since I wrote for APA-TECH. All I can say is “Sorry, I've been 
busy.” It's been a year of hectic ups and downs, comedy and tragedy, love and loss, 
panic and boredom. It's difficuit to sum it up in a short APAzine, but I'm going to try. 
For one thing, I want to see this APA survive, and the only way to do that is to 

contribute. (BTW, if the current editor, whoever that is, wants covers, just drop me a 
line. Unless you mind Mac art.) For another thing, it may help me decide where it is I'm 
going. 


The most important thing that happened to me since you last heard from me is the death 
of Ellen Dyke, my Significant Other. Some of you met her at either Capricon or 
Windycon about two years ago. We met at Washington University in St. Louis, and we 
were in love for about four years, counting a rough few months in early 1984 when I 
was going out with someone else. She moved in with me after that draining experience, 
and we had been living together for a couple of months when she began to get sick. At 
first we thought it was just tension from the new living (and job) situation, but she got 
worse and worse: backaches, toothaches, difficulty climbing stairs, fatigue, general 
nasties. 


This was right before Labor Day. Elien couldn't afford Woridcon, so when I went to Los 
Angeles she went home to Walla Walla, WA for the weekend. When I returned, she 
wasn't back yet. She was too ill to travel. After a few days, the doctors in Walla Walla 
decided it was too much for them and flew her to Portland for more tests and treatment. 
I went to visit her in the hospital and saw a sign on the door that said "Leukapenic 
Isolation.” I asked a resident what that meant. He said it meant she had leukemia. 


I won't go into too many details about the following few months. I visited her every day 
in the hospital. Friends and relatives came by. She began chemotherapy. She lost her 
hair, but she just kept getting worse and worse. She got a nasty infection in her throat, 
then pneumonia. On October 13, while I waited with her mother in the Intensive Care 
waiting room, she slipped into unconsciousness and died. She was 24. 


I was shattered. It was many months before I stopped feeling like I was made of chicken 
wire and papier maché. My friends here were of incalculable aid. I stilf miss Ellen, 
although I'm now going out with someone new (with whom I have every hope of a long 
and productive relationship). I'l1 probably always miss Elfen, and I know I'll always 
love her. 


Enough of this depressing stuff. On to the curreat state of my world. 
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When fast I wrote, I was working for Beaverton (Ore.) electronics giant Tektronix asa 
technical writer. Surprise! I'm still there. Sort of. 


I've mostly finished the project I was working on last time I wrote. In case you don't 
recall, I've been working on documentation for Tek's new ANSI Standard BASIC, based on 
the new ANSI Standard. Asa result of this, ] managed to find myself on the ANSI 
Technical Subcommittee for the Standardization of BASIC, in the course of which I have 
traveled to many exotic locales and eaten many rich meals on company expense. 


Tektronix is doing about as well as might be expected for an electronics and computer 
company in this day of high-tech panic. However, all is nat rosy for my d/visioa within 
Tek. Itseems that my division was a maverick project of its director and his superior. 
who were both recently forced out by political pressure. Without these defenders to 
block the thrusts of Top Management. they came down hard on us. Without warning. we 
were merged with another division. Suddenly there were almost twice as many people, 
and nowhere near twice the amount of work between the two divisions. Budgets shrank 
under the withering pressure of Reality. Much panic and rumor-mongering ensued. 
Many résumés were seen emerging from laser printers. Mine was among them. 


Isought work outside Tek at first. I interviewed with a little start-up company who kept 
me waiting for a month or two, but eventually did not give me an offer. It was about 
then that the new budget came through and we discovered that we had to get rid of three 
writers (from our newly-doubled group of 20). In a situation like this, Tek has policies 
to relocate rather than lay off. We were all notified that we were in the reassigament 
pool: we should look for other jobs within Tek, and we would have priority over 
non-pool applicants. When enough people left the division, the pool would clase. 


Within days, I got an offer from another division (without hardly even trying!) After 
some hard thinking, I've decided to take it (I start Monday after next). I'll be 
documenting new tools in computer-aided IC design. It's interesting to me, but I know 
nothing about it yet, so I've got a sharp learning curve to climb. As it happens, I'm the 
third to leave, so the pool closes behind me and everybody can breathe a little easier. 
Myself included. 


So much for the major crises of my life. It hasn't really been as bad as I might have 
made it seem; I'm just summing up the most important events of the past year. As to the 
future, I'm making plans to come out for Windycon, so Ill see a lot of you there. I'm 
Programming chair for OryCon this year, and I'm trying to introduce some really novel 
stuff apart from the Usual Panels. (I'm heavy into interactive programming, hard 
science, and art, and some real surprises...) 


This was sort of cobbled together at the last minute. You wouldn't believe how many 
things I have due on August 1. (Looks like I didn't make the deadline on this one —I 
hope it’s not too late for publication... (8/2)) YS, 

All the best... David 


(By the time you read this, my Usenet address will be ...tektronix!teklds!davidl, I think.) 


TRANSPORTER 


TOPICS 


Rodford E. Smith 
730 Cline St. 
Frankfort, Ky. 
(502) 227-7741 


40601 


I am not normally a superstitious person, but after September 13 I may be a 
convert. I woke dog tired, literally; a dog belonging to one of my neighbors barked 
what seemed to be half the night. What's more, my cat decided that he wanted to be 


fed early, and kep 


coming to my door and meowing, starting at first light. I 


finally arose at my usual time, and went out to get the paper. I turned around and 


stepped on my cat. 
basement to feed him the light over 


Fortunately, he was not hurt. Then, when I started down into the 
he stairs went plik! ‘and died as I flipped the 


switch. Realizing by now that I was on a roll I was careful, and nothing else bad 


happened until I was ready to leave 


or work. As I went through the swinging door 


into the kitchen my cat decided he wanted to be in the living room and darted 
through. Well, almost; the door caught him just behind the ribs. I chased him down 
and checked him over. He didn't seem hurt, in fact he purred as I felt his sides. 


Anyway, I went on to work, and from 


its auspicious begining the day went rapidly 


down hill. I arrived home that evening exhausted and feeling like I was coming 


down with a bad cold. I had karate c 


ass that night but decided against going. 


Instead I had a good supper with a double dose of vitamines, then sat down on the 
couch, covered myself good and watched the TV. At the end of a network news program 
the announcer asked how we were doing that Friday the 13th, and I suddenly made the 


connection. I laughed out loud, and 


he rest of the evening went fine. The static 


vanished from my TV,my cold turned out to be a mild allergy attack, the 8.3 hours 
my paycheck had been shorted was made up in a supplemental check Monday, and so on. 
If I had just thought about it being Friday the thirteenth when I went to bed the 
night before I could probably have saved myself a lot of trouble. 


I am engaged in an expermental program at work. I am cross-training for two 
months in a different section of our division. Instead of running the computer 


traffic model I am now a couple o 
which takes the general proposals from whomever and 
plots several alternative routes for the new or 
improved section to take, then does a cost/benefit 
analysis of each. This work involves field trips to 
meet with people from the district office and get their 
opinion and take an on-sight look at the area. Then we 
come back to the office and get out the topo maps and 
pencil in likely routes. After that we design the 
exact location of each choice, using the topological 
data, existing roads and various tables of highway 
design information to arrive at the exact horizontal 
alignment of each section. Once that is set we figure 
estimates of construction costs, and compare those 
with how much traffic each route will carry and how 
well. The work also involves meetings with local 
officials to discuss the alternatives, and public 
forums to let the citizens know what is going to 
happen. Interesting work. I applied for @ transfer to 
this section about a year ago, at a higher salary 

than I was making at the time, but they kept me in my 
old job and gave me a promotion, instead. 


steps earlier in the process, in the section 


+s» Science magazine (June 14) 
reports the detection of particle 
showers that seem to be triggered by 
emissions from the galactic x-ray 
source Cygnus X-3. What's 
particularly weird about them is 
that the only known particles 
capable of transversing that 
distance while maintaining their 
periodicity and directionality would 
be neutral particles traveling at or 
near the speed of light: photons, 
neutrinos, and ultrahigh-energy 
neutrons. Neutrons are ruled out 
because of their 15-minute half- 
life. Photons are ruled out because 
they simply can't produce enough of 
the muons that are being detected. 
Neutrinos are ruled out because of 
the zenith angle effect: the signal 
dies aut as Cygnus X-3 approaches 
the horizon - a little thing like 
the Earth is perfectly transparent 
to neutrinos. Not much left. 
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A little something different, here. We have finally gotten our A 
little something different, here. We have finally gotten our Symphony 
program package, and this is being typed on the word processor in the 
Package. The print quality may not be the best; I am using the 
dot-matrix printer that came with the computer. We will eventually be 
able to access both the line printer and a letter-quality printer in our 
office. I will be typing most of my APA on this as a test. 


MY SUMMER VACATION 

Long-time members will remember my vacation with my mother and her 
Parents two years ago. Well, I got suckered into going again this year. 
We covered 6500 miles in fourteen days; that*s nineteen states counting 
Kentucky. My grandfather loaves to travel, but hates to stop. Also, we 
somehow managed to arrive at most of the interesting sights late in the 
day, and couldn*t stay long because we might not be able to get a motel 
room if we waited. Thus, we apent about an hour and a half at 
Yellowstone, 45 minutes at Crater Lake and and hour and a half at the 
Grand Canyon. We did get to stop for a comfortable period at the SAC 
museum at Omaha, and saw some beautiful and interesting (in the sense of 
the Chinese curse) country as we drove. 

We left early on a Saturday, driving west. Generally, my mother 
would drive all morning and I would drive after lunch untill she was 
rested, then she would take over untill we decided to stop for the 
night. We would find a place to stay around 6:00 or 7:00 local time, eat 
supper, then return to the room. My mather and her parents would then 
Play cards for a while, and I would read or watch television. Then it 
was up again early the next morning to repeat the process. We saw 
several cities, Yellowstone, a federal game preserve with buffalo, Texas 
Longhorns, Brahma bulls and elk, the Badlands, Mount Rushmore, the 
Pacific, some giant redwoods, Crater Lake and the Grand Canyon. The SAC 
museum wasn*t all that impressive, since many of the exhibits hadn’t 
been updated in years, but the aircraft on display outside were 
fantastic. This was my first BSS and my second B34, and many of the 
other aircraft there I had only seen in books before. I bought an SR71 
Blackbird shirt at the gift shop. I enjoyed-Yellowstone, as well. This 
was my third time there, the last visit being two years ago. I took some 
good pictures of geysers and hot springs, and have a sequence of Old 
Faithful erupting taken from about half a mile away, using my zoom lens 
to get a good view. Crater Lake was marvelous. The photos I took are 
spectacular, and even they don*t do the area justice. I just wish we 
had taken the boat tour to Wizard Island. 

We were in northern California going south, and my grandfather 
suggested that we take a state road back east over the Cascades to cut 
some of the mileage. The road was in good shape, being recently paved, 
but was narrow, winding and steep. I guess we averaged about 25 mph, 
and it took us nearly six hours to reach good road again. Still, we saw 
some beautiful country. We were actually above the clouds in many 
Places. Three days into the trip my wisdom tooth began to hurt. I 
thought it was the sort of minor trouble I have had with it before, 
caused by debris trapped between the tooth and gum. I cleaned there 
geod, but the tooth got worse. We stopped in Idaho Falls to see a 
dentist. He reccommended removing it, but said he would give me some 
antibiotics to deal with the problem untill I could get back to my own 
dentist. He cleaned around the tooth and said I would see a great 
improvement in 12 to 24 hours. Well, the next day I was worse. We 
stopped in Bend, Oregon to try again. Unfortunately, it seems that 


z= 


TTTTTTTTTTTTT TTT TTT TTT TTT TTT TTT TTT TTT TTT TTT TTT TTT TTT TTT TTT TTT TTT TTT Tt ty 
every dentist in the town takes lunch from 1:00 to 2:00, and we got 
there just after 1:00. So we went to a McDonalds. The other three ate 
while I just sat there feeling miserable. We finally got in, and the 
dentist said the while he could get me through the trip I would suffer 
the whole time, and I might as well go ahead and have it out. I said 
yes, he checked with the oral surgeon normally use, whose office was a 
couple of blocks away, and found that I could have it done immediately. 
We went over there, they put me under and removed the tooth. I felt 
much better almost immediately? Because I had been under general 
anesthesia we stayed the rest of the day and that night in town. I had 
my best sleep of the trip that afternoon and evening. I wasn*t able to 
do much driving after this, since I was on pain killers. I napped a lot 
as we drove. 

I*m really not too upset about this. The tooth would have needed to 
be removed eventually, and the doctor who did it was very good, with 
good equipment. I just wish that I had better timing. 

Anyway, the only other misfortune on our trip was on the last day, 
as we were on our way home. We were in Nashville, getting ready to turn 
north on 165, when the transmission quit. The car was towed to the 
nearest Buick dealership, where thye informed us that they quit at eight 
o* clock and weren*t open on the weekend. They would try to have the 
repairs finished before quitting time but couldn’t promise. The manager 
told us to call around 7:30 to see if the car would be ready, and we 
left to get a bite to eat and do some shoping. We made it back ta the 
dealership around 4:00, and were told that the car had just been taken 
out for a test drive. They had been able to get an extra mechanic 
working on its; also, they didn*t have any spare parts, so they just 
transplanted the transmission from another car, which was quicker. We 
got back on the road without having to spend anything on the repairs, 
since the car was just under a year old. We had thought that all the 
hard driving we had done might have caused the problem but were told 
that the failure had been caused by something at the factory when the 
car had been built. I was dropped off at my house at around 11:20 
that night, and my grandparents stayed with my mother before going an to 
their home the next day. : 
MAILING COMMENTS 

Cover: A generic cover?! 

Me: Okay, enough of this raving about gun contreal. Da you want 
people to think you are a conservative? 

Other Ravings: Welcome, Roxanne. That is an interesting middle name 
you have. How is it pronounced? What is it*s origin? I am interested in 
unusual names. Comes from being a Smith. Upward Bound sounds like a 
scholastic version of Outward Bound. Gee, I thought that having children 
usually took nine months. 

Donna: Speaking of having children.... It sounds like you two will 
have an interesting time with your exchange student. I guess that you 
and Tulio having a similar cultural background will help make him feel 
at home. Good luck. My cat is an adult. We think he is about three or 
four. 
endmattingcommentsendmattingcommentsendmattingeammentsendmatrtingeoamment 
Humph. Not a lot to comment on. C’mon, people! We can do better than 
this! 

JUST PLAYING AROUND 

This word processing package has some unusual options. For 

instance, you can underline, x out or about a dozen other things. 


Fascinating. 
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UPPERSOUTHCLAVE XVI 
MARCH 7-10,1986 


GUEST OF HONOR: JOHN A.R. HOLLIS 


The seventh CONCAVE Science Fiction Relaxacon will again be held in 
Park City, Kentucky,at the secluded PARK MAMMOTH RESORT. Once again 
the convention will strive to provide fans with a variety of activities 
for a complete weekend of fannish fun. The convention will feature a 
24 hour--well stocked--Hospitality Suite, a huxter room, a gaming room, 
an art show and auction, and a buffet banquet. The committee strives 
to make CONCAVE hospitality second to none. We will continue to make 
the convention a place where the newest neofan and the most secret 
SMOF can meet and get to know one another, 


The facilities of the PARK MAMMOTH RESORT help to create a memor- 
able weekend. The Resort has an indoor heated pool, private sauna, 
tennis courts, a playground, miniature and regulation golf courses, 
and an excellent resturant, The Resort itself sits atop a 300 ft. high 
bluff, and our Hospitality Suite has an unobstructed view of the valley 
below. The room block for CONCAVE will be released on February 15, 1986, 
and we suggest that reservations be made before this date. We cannot 
guarantee room availability after this date, 


The PARK MAMMOTH RESORT is located 1 mile off Interstate 65 at the 
Fark City, KY exit, The Resort is located in the midst of Kentucky's 
Cave Region. The Resort is only 6 miles from the Visitor Center at 
Mammoth Cave National Park, bo Se 


Send memberships and information requests to: 
CONCAVZ: P.O. BOX 90962, Nashville, TN 37209, 


MEMBERSHIPS: $5.00 until Labor Day, 1985. 
$7.00 until Feb. 14, 1986, 
$9.00 thereafter, 


ROOM RATES: $28.00 + tax, double. 
$32.00 + tax, single. 
(prices unconfirmed) 


ART SHOW: c/o Dave Shockley 
410 N. 16th St. 
Nashville, TN 37206 


HUXTER ROOM: c/o Steve Francis 
5503 Matterhorn Drive 
Louisville, KY 40215 
Table rates: $15.00 per table, limit 1 per 
dealer, 
Hotel reservation cards are available from 
the convention address, Wy 


REGISTRATION 


MARCON XXI registration fees are $15.00 
through December 31, 1985, $18.00 through 
Bloodsucker's Day (April 15, 1986) and 
$20.00 from April 16, 1986 through the 
convention. Please make checks or money ° 
orders payable to "MARCON" and mail to 
P. 0. Box 14078 Columbus, Ohio 43214-0078. 


HOTEL % 


The Sinclair Plaza at 4900 Sinclair Road 
Columbus, Ohio 43229, Ph. 614-861-0300 
will be the site of MARCON XXI. Room rates 
are $54.00 for single or double, $64.00 
for triple or quad., plus tax. 


ART SHOW 


Our Art Show is one of the most beautiful 

in the Midwest due to the wonderful artists 
who participate. Hanging fees are 25¢ per 
item, $1.00 per item which has an over $100.00 
minimum bid or NFS, plus a 15%~commission of 
the actual sale price. We will be accepting 
(and encouraging) mail-in art C/O Carol 
Siegling, 222 Andalus Drive, Gahanna, Ohio 
43230. Please write to Jennifer Goodwin, 

P. 0. Box 8022, Columbus, Ohio 43201 for 
more information and registration forms. 


DEALERS ROOM 


HURRY, HURRY, HURRY!! We are half sold 
out already! The first table is $35.00 
which includes one membership, additional 
tables are $25.00 without membership. 
Please contact Bruce Coulson, 2454 Indiana 
Ave., Columbus, Ohio 43202 for more info. 


MASQUERADE 


Lights, Cameras, Action, Fog, Stage, you 
name it, we got it. For registration and 
more information, write to Linda and Mark 
Mitchell, 449 Weber Ave., Strasburg, Ohio 
44680. 


VIDEO 


Double 24 Hour Video Rooms again this year! 
We'll have the old favorites plus the best 
in new releases. Let Paul Pappas, 1025 
Valley Road, Charleston, West Virginia, 
25302 know what your favorites are. 


FILKING 


The singers will have their own room and 
refreshments will be delivered from the 
con suite. Any suggestions or questions 
should be directed to Kathy Hamilton, 
P. 0. Box 14078, Columbus, Ohio 43214. 


GAMING 


Gaming this year will be fantastic! 

We will be including all the games 
you've come to know and love. Scheduled 
gaming will be from Noon to 3:00 a.m. 
and pick-up games will be around the 
clock! For more information or 
suggestions contact Steve Schwartz, 

P. 0. Box 8022, Columbus, Ohio 43201. 


VOLUNTEERS AND MORE INFORMATION 


MARCON is always looking for new faces 
and friends to go with them. If you 
are looking for an interesting job at 
little (actually, no) pay, we've got 
them. Please send your name, address, 
phone number, brief background, and 
position preferences to the P. 0. Box 
number. If you have any questions, 
suggestions, or comments, please send 
them to : 


MARCON 
P. 0. Box 14078 
Columbus, Ohio 43214-0078 


or phone: 


CAROL SIEGLING: 614-175-0158 
CECILIA SMITH: 
LARRY SMITH: 


614-268-6885 
614-267-3950 


Can we cook, or can we cook? 


Cincinnati in SS 


Cincinnati is bidding for the 1988 World Science Fiction 
Convention. After 31 years, we think it’s time to give 


Science Fiction Fandom a taste of a Cincinnati, World %& Cincinnati 
Class, World Con. Here are the ingredients: 1. Montreal 
Our Location 2. Toronto 
Located at the Heart of North America, more than 60% of 3. Detroit 
the Nation's population lives within 600 miles of Cincinnati. 4. Kansas City 
Within 700 miles lives over 65% of the population of North 5. St. Louis 
America. 6. Boston 
Cincinnati sits at the crossroad to three interstate highways 7. Washington D.C. 
and is easily accessible by car or by bus. 8. New York 
Our airport is served by at least 9 major airlines, People’s 9. Adanta 


Express, and several commuter airlines. Limousine and 10. Chicago 
shuttle bus service can bring you downtown in minutes. 


MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 


Name. 


Address__ 


Telephone. 


Category: 
CO Presupporting Membership Category I—$5.00 applicable to your membership if we win. 


2 Presupporting Membership Category II —$20.00 —$5.00 applicable to your membership if we win, a subscription to 
our bidzine, CYNTAR, and a chance to vote on the guest of honor. 


C Preopposing Membership Category I—$7.00 —I am actively opposing you. 
O Undecided Membership Category I—$5.00—No, I don’t want to support or oppose but here’s my money anyway. 
Amount Enclosed 
Make out checks to FANACO, Inc. Please do not send cash through the mail. Send to: 
Cincinnati in ’88 
P.O. Box 118738 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45211 


Cincinnati in ’88 is an activity of FANACO, Inc., a non-profit Ohio Corporation. 
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Cincinnati in 88 
P.O. Box 118738 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45211 


Our Facilities 

We have reserved the Cincinnati Convention Center for 
our convention activities. With 300,000 sq. ft. of exhibit 
space and over 40 additional meeting rooms, we’Ve got 
enough space to run a World Con larger than any to date. 

An elevated weather-protected skywalk leads to over 2800 
luxury hotel rooms all within 3 blocks of our convention 
center. 

Directly across from the Convention Center is the Clarion 
with 890 sleeping rooms (700 committed to Cincinnati in 
’88). The Hyatt Regency has 500 sleeping rooms (350 com- 
mitted). The Netherland Plaza, a restored luxury hotel from 
early this century, with public area decorated in Art Deco 
Motifs, walls paneled with 5 acres of rosewood and the 
famous golden mirrors, contains 630 sleeping rooms (550 
committed to us), and serves Chateau Laffitte Rothchild by 
the glass at the bar. The Terrace Hilton has 350 sleeping 
rooms (250 committed to Cincinnati in 88). The Westin, lo- 
cated just two and one half blocks by skywalk, has 450 sleep- 
ing rooms (350 reserved for us), a 13th floor, and an indoor 
rooftop pool area. 


Convention hotel rates for 1985: 


Sixth Street . 


Fifth Street_ 7 
EI 


Vine Street 


Fourth Street 


4, Netherland 
5. Terrace Hilton 
6. Westin 


1. Convention Center 
2. Hyatt 
3. Clarion 


Skywalk 


The hotels are on a shuttle bus route from the airport. It 
leaves from the various arrival gates at the airport every 
half-hour and makes a circuit of the downtown hotels. There 
is ample parking in the downtown area hotel lots and various 
municipal [ots. 

In addition to the ample Convention Center space, the var- 
ious hotels all have meeting rooms that are available for our 
use. (Want to have a lunch in a room lined with gold mir- 
rors?) We will be using these rooms for various small func- 
tions that may not be convenient to hold in the Convention 
Center. 

“This is an approximate rate. 


Hotel Double 
Clarion $67 
Hyatt $77" 
Netherland $52 
Terrace $57 
Westin $67 
Our City 


Set upon the northern bank of the Ohio River, Cincinnati's 
seven hills dominate the Southwest corner of Ohio. The 
unique mixture of rolling hills and sweeping vistas sets 
Cincinnati apart as the Midwest's most picturesque city. 

Arich heritage of ethnic diversity and community in- 
volvement offers visitors the convention experience of a 
lifetime. Begin with Fountain Square, a public plaza that has 
been the scene of many gatherings and victory celebrations, 
surrounded by the downtown shopping district of the Mid- 
west’s Queen City. Tour the area by horsedrawn carriage, 
visit the riverfront parks and overlooks. Just minutes away 
are the Art Museum (one of America’s 10 best), and the Zoo, 
home of the white Bengal tigers and a center for gorillas born 
in captivity known around the World. All of this set in a city 
where eating is an experience to remember. Award-winning 
restaurants throughout the city offer cuisine from every con- 
tinent and sub-continent as well as a strong core of 
American treats. 


Our People . 
We are planning a responsibly run, financially sound 
World Con. Our committee is composed of people from 
all over the Midwest with a broad range of convention 
experience. 
Our Programming 
We are planning a diversified multi-track program with 
your needs in mind. We are interested in your programming 
ideas and encourage you to write with your suggestions too: 
Cincinnati in 88 
P.O. Box 118738 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45211 
As an added programming innovation, all $20 presupport- 
ing members will have 1 vote for their choice for World Con 
guest of honor. 


Mix together these ingredients and simmer until late summer 
1988. Serve on Labor Day weekend with a flourish along 
with Cincinnati's Riverfest Bicentennial Celebration, topped 
off with the best fireworks show you've even seen. 


Can we cook, or can we cook? 


Th 


Dr. Gonzo’s Bits of News 


miscellaneous goingson and such from Valli Hoski, 228-D South 
Maple, Oak Park iL 60302 and (312) 383-3864 for ApaTech and all 
my good friends therein. Occasional excerpts from my zine for 
WindyApa are included here, but I think you’1] find it all 
interesting stuff anyway. And yes, Joa also says hi to all you 
folks out there. 


The News (for May/June 1985) 
1. No more cats. 
2. The guest room is painted and the house is clean, again. 


3. I am now with Booz, Allen & Hamilton; no longer, AA&Co. 


The Real News 


1. During April and May, Joa and I had two cats. Burmese, front 
declawed, neutered males named Coco and Samson. The older one (Coco) 
became very sweet once he came out of hiding. Samson, the younger one, 
was kind of bratty and always had a lot to say; problem is that he talked 
in the Siamese family language which is hideously aggravating in volume 
and tone, especially at 5 AM. We decided to try these cats out to have 
some pets around the house. Originally it seemed a good idea: two 
neutered cats who needed a new home together since their owners were 
moving away. ‘*sigh* We quickly found the need to keep the cats out of 
the bedroom at night, since Samson just loved to sit and talk under the 
bed at 5 AM. So, out they both went after several bleary-eyed nights. 
They really liked sitting and looking out the windows, talking to each 
other and passers by. We discovered that Coco really had the upper paw in 
controlling in Samson. Very interesting to watch Samson try and push Coco 
off a window sill, and suddenly Coco is hissing and Samson is falling to 
the floor. Play it back in slo-mo and you’1ll see Coco delivering the old 
clawless 1-2. // 

But our house is carpeted, everywhere but the kitchen and bathroom. And 
the cats mysteriously decided to have "accidents" (or maybe spray, which 
is strange in neutered cats) in several key places. Well, we cleaned the 
whole house for a party in late April, and put the cats in the panelled 
rec room downstairs. They managed fairly well, with their little carpets 
and toys, but it wasn’t the same without windows to sit in and the other 
fun stuff upstairs (the rec room is in the basement). After much 
procrastination by me, Joa and I decided that the cats deserved better, 
and so did we. They were given to some older nurses by the animal welfare 
society that had placed them with us. And they are probably being spoiled 
to pieces once again. 
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2. The house continues to be repainted, room by room, in anticipation of 
the family furniture due to arrive in late July. The guest room/my study 
is a rather nice intense blue. Joa claims that you feel like you are 
standing in the middle of the sky, and can get vertigous when you are in 
there. Anyway, the colonial furniture from my bedroom in Detroit will go 
quite nicely. Joa and I are driving some truck from Ryder to Detroit, 
getting the furniture and bringing it back to Chicago. If you hear/read 
strange tales of an 18 foot manual transmission Ryder truck that 
terrorized I-94 between Detroit and Chicago, well, you read it first in 
WindyApa. 


3. Well, I have finally gone and done it. Like Lisa Golladay, I bid 
AA&Co. adieu and went on to greener consulting fields. These days I can 
be found at the U.S. Railroad Retirement Board trying to establish user 
training for Booz, Allen & Hamilton. Advantages are being a Sr. Consulant 
finally, a near north location and an excellent group of people. 
Disadvantages are that I am still struggling to plan and set the scope for 
user training, and working at a higher level than before. I feel somewhat 
guilty for being such a slow policy setter and learner. But it has only 
been 3 weeks. 


More of the Real News (for August/September 1985) 


Making the Right Moves 


Now, to bring you up to date since July. Joa and I spent most of August 
trying to enjoy the rest of the summer. I was very tired of working on 
the house, planning the move, arranging the move and finally driving out, 
picking up, driving back and unpacking all the family goods. So, I forced 
myself to try and minimize all involvement with house organization during 
August. Joa still liked to putz and move a box here or there. But I 
actually got him out to the beach sometimes as well. September is here 
and we are now going ahead with the house, arranging the furniture and 
trying to combine our style with all the ‘inherited’ items. But at least 
it all has a loving home. And you should hear my father’s mantelpiece 
clock. The ticking and chimes fill the house with warmth. 
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Does this mean we have to change the message on the answering machine? 


So we are no longer newlyweds. Or at least, new-newlyweds. Our first 
wedding anniversary was in August, so does that make us yearlyweds? 


For our first anniversary, we enjoyed an evening excursion on the ‘Star of 
Chicago’. She is a passenger excursion boat similar to the Bob-Lo boats, 
but much classier. We went on the ‘cocktail cruise’ from 5:30-7:30 PM and 
watched the sun begin to set behind Chicago. A very smooth ride, lovely 
weather and beautiful sights made it all worthwhile. I’d really missed 
the boat rides along the Detroit River on the Bob-Lo boats, and didn’t 
think Chicago really had anything like them. There are the Wendella tour 
boats along the Chicago River, but that was all. However we found out 
about these cruises earlier in the summer and decided to go on one for our 
anniversary. It is possible to go on a dinner cruise, which has a 
hot/cold buffet. But the price hardly seemed worth it. So we went on the 
cocktail cruise instead and were able to spend our time looking at the 
lake and Chicago rather than our food. 

We had dinner at Festa Italiana on 
the lakefront. This was very similar to the ethnic festivals I remember 
from Detroit. It is sponsored by an Italian cultural committee and is an 
annual event in Chicago. Various restuarants and organizations have 
stands there, .and the food was delicious. However, there was no espresso 
or cappuchino. So we had quite a nice time enjoying some of the best that 
Chicago has to offer. 


The Last of the Flight Club Freebies 


The following weekend we went to Richmond and visited Virginia and 
Washington DC., courtesy of a trip Joa received from Piedmont for being 
bumped from a flight last year. We toured Monticello, Thomas Jefferson’s 
home, which was lovely, built in quite a classical and rational style and 
one of the nicest historic sites I have seen. We also toured Ash Lawn, a 
home and farm owned by James Monroe. On Saturday night we drove into 
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Washington for dinner in Georgetown, at Pied de Cochon, one of our more 
favorite places there. We also drove around Constitution Avenue and saw 
all the monuments lit up at night, from the White House to Washington’s 
and Lincoln’s Memorials. The most elegant and nicely proportioned one, to 
me, is the Jefferson Memorial. It is very pleasing visually and a very 
harmonious structure. The countryside around the northeast and northwest 
parts of Virginia is also lovely. Rolling hills, with a soft southern 
climate. 


Roll On, Might River, Roll... 


During Labor Day weekend, we returned to Niagara Falls, for the third 
time now. We stayed with friends in Ann Arbor on Friday and Sunday 
nights. On Saturday, we stayed in St. Catherines, just west of Niagara 
Ontario. The falls are as breathtaking as always, and it was nice to be 
back. This time we also explored Niagara on the Falls, which is somewhat 
touristy but is also very pretty. It is rather colonial in flavor, and 
reminiscent of a restored New England town. It has a rather famous Shaw 
festival that goes on during the summer. We even saw the Welland Canal, 
and watched a ship go through Lock #3. It was also the start of Concord 
grape season, so I bought plenty of grapes from roadside fruit stands and 
am still eating my way through the baskets. Concord grapes are one of my 
loves in life which I have discovered during the past few years. So are 
blueberries which I ate plenty of earlier in the summer. I hope I don’t 
get purple cheeks. 


Please Get Them to the Church on Time! 


During the next two months, some very dear friends of mine are getting 
married. Jim Kobrinetz and Joy King are already married as I write this. 
Jim and Joy had a very individual outdoor ceremony, with Mother Nature 
obliging with a water blessing after everyone was sheltered and sampling 
the appetizers. A wonderful, long-time friend, Frank Boles, and his beau, 
Valerie will be wed in October. Some of you may recall Frank from our 
wedding as he was the blond gentleman in our wedding party. He and Val 
are getting married in the marvelous month that always reminded me of him: 
October. I wish him much happiness, fulfillment and joy as he has given 
so much love and loyalty to his friends. 
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Io sono una studentessa d’italiano é matematica. 


This autumn, I am taking intermediate algebra and elementary Italian at a 
local college. Italian is going very well, considering all the practice I 
have had with it. Algebra is also coming along, but not as quickly as it 
did in the summer course. Gee, school sure is a lot more fun this time 
round! 


A few mailing cts for a few zines in AT 37 


ToC/Roster Gee, all these faces which I haven’t seen or heard from in 
soooo long. Allright folks, so what’s new with you, out 
there? 

GTB Re flexible pubbing dates: I am not sure how effective it is 


going to be. Perhaps everyone will lackactivity out and AT’s 
next pub date will equal a hypothetical date on an assymptotal 
curve towards Real Soon Now. I sure hope I see an October disty 
at least. 


Rod Re "being an uncle isn’t all its cracked up to be": neither is 
being, an only child. I find that it grows lonelier the older I 
get. Both my husband and I are only children and both our 
families are not around the Chicago area. The closest relatives 
I have to siblings and siblings’ offspring are my cousin Lorraine 
and her sons in Detroit. These are my two pseudo-nephews, Danny 
and Robby, who I have written about in AT a few years ago. 
However I am not with them nearly as much as I would like to be, 
due to life here in Chicago. But I really do miss them. Anyway, 
may you see your niece enough to enjoy her, and little enough to 
miss her sometimes as well. And congratulations! 


Roxanne Hello again here too. Nice to read of your goingson again 
as well.//Your ct about having children right away, after 
Scott finds his job, amazed me. I know we all are getting 
married, getting older and maybe even wiser. Still, the 
thought of GTers I know becoming parents , or even myself 
becoming a parent, is still very surprising. Anyway, the 
best to Scott in his, and your, search. Hm, can you imagine 
Ishercon with kids? Will the attic be taken over for a 
youngsters’ nursery, with all the moms and pops still 
humming along with Higgins downstairs into the wee hours? 
Steve will need even more cartoons. And we’d better stock 
the right cereals for breakfast. I write this rather in 
jest, so I hope Donna doesn’t get too hyper over it. But it 
does seem awfully close to the future, doesn’t it? 
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Donna Hi there too. Your exchange student sounded very interesting. 
How did it all work out? Joa and I thought we might come and 
visit when your student was in Kazoo, but we’ve heard that your 
student might not be in Kazoo now.// South of the Moon was a good 
referral source for apa information, when it was published 
steadily. I am not aware of its current status, other than 
Andrushak gave it away to someone else. If it is still being 
actively published, then it might be a good place for an AT 
listing. 


Best of wishes for this year’s Ishercon 


Hm, seems like Christmas in September to be writing about this year’s 


Ishercon. If tradition holds true, and the annual gathering of the clan 
occurs this year, I wish everyone a wonderful time. Sing Benson, Arizona 


softly for me please. My thoughts and love will be with you, but my heart 
and body will be in Europe with Joa and his family. We are going there 
for the Christmas holidays for a change, since we have been with my family 
for the past two years. Since stepping-stones still aren’t conveniently 
available, we must be away from the techies for this New Year’s. If you 
are all together, my best for a wonderful time together. If you are 
separate across the country, well my very best individual wishes and hugs 
to everyone. And just to keep the seasons straight, have a beautiful 
autumn as well.- Ciao. 
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vonna 1 Easy Come - Easy Go 


EASY COME - EASY GO 


A zine for Apa-Tech # 38, written by Donna Proni, at 530 W. Walnut, 
Kalamzoo, MI, 49007. (616) 342-4967 


HHH HHH HHH HH HHH HEHE HHA H EHH 


I think that I'll start out with mailing comments. They'll be 
over pretty quick since we've had so few people contributing so far. 


Transporter Topics - Rod - re yr ct me - Yes, I've heard about the 
space burial plans. Tullio says that if he were sent out to space, 
he'd like to be put into a decaying orbit (but his first choice is to 
be blown up).//re Hugh's remarks and Dean's idea - I don't think that 
having a complicated formula would cause people to write more to be 
sure they had done enough. I think that it would be more likely to 
cause them to just say "forget it", and not write anything. I think 
that I like best your idea of putting out the apa every three months 
for now, which is what I had originally intended, and possibly working 
our way back up to putting it out every two months. You seem to like 
that idea, Roxanne liked the idea of having it out every two months, 
and I think that it might be satisfactory to Hugh, even though he 
wants it out more often. I don't think that I could handle an issue a 
month, and from the amount of response I'm getting (or lack thereof), 
I don't think that it's feasible, at least at this time. Any of the 
other options are possible, but I don't think it's going to work out 
that way. I think it will end up being back to every two months some 
time next year.//Congratulations on your black belt test - do you have 
to keep up your training in order to keep in practice, or is it like 
riding a bicycle - that you never forget how to do it? How often do 
you practice with other people, and how often do you practice by 
yourself, if at all?//Sorry, we won't be at Rivercon. We don't make 
it there anymore, because it's too far for not enough money, which in 
our current state is a very important factor in deciding whether or 
not we'll go to a convention (how much money we think we can make 
there, especially as compared to how much we have to spend to get 
there).//re gun control - First -of all, I don't think that any sort of 
discussion doesn't belong in our apa - it's our apa, and so whatever 
you feel you would like to write about, it's your right, or your 
privilege, to write that. Second, I think that I mostly agree with 
you on gun control. I don't believe that gun control laws do any good 
in reducing crime. And because we do own weapons of our own, I 
certainly don't want to see them passed. I tried once before to raise 
this subject in the apa when Tullio joined the NRA, but I didn't seem 
to get to much rise out of people. So perhaps either people agree 
with us, or they just don't have strong convictions oing the other 
way. (If they do, that should get them to comment.)//re yr "robot 
sentries" article - it seems strange that the robot would warn the 
person. "you have been detected" - why wouldn't they just send a signal 
to the homebase, and hopefully apprehend the person, rather then 
giving him the opportunity to either hide, or run away? 


Revines from the Great White North - Roxanne - This is your first 
official contribution to Apa-Tech, but you did have a sort of sub-zine 
the time that you typed my zine for me, when you tacked it on to the 
end.//If most of these people already know you at least by reputation 
- don't you even want to refute it?//Did you get any bizarre messages 
when you played "Purple Rain" backwards?//re 555 Times - Since I just 
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took over an already existing entity, I try to continue the traditions 
already established - the index is one of them. It is something that 
has been done every year, and which, since this has now been going on 
for six years, has come in rather handy at times when I want to check 
back issues. I realize that if you don't have the other issues, it 
probably doesn't help much,- but hopefully in another year, when the 
next index comes out, you'll be able to use it for these issues.//re 
yr ct me - I never really ‘thought of kids as "rug rats" - possibly 
somethin, to be generally avoided, but not exactly avoided like the 
plague (with individual exceptions both ways). I wonder if we could 
write off as a business expense the cost of paying someone to babysit 
while we sell.// 


HER KEH ERE HER HERE HEHEHE HH 


Well, our student has come and gone. He wanted to go to school, 
and we couldn't get him into one here, so he moved to a different 
family in Indiana. Which is just as well. I found that I really 
wasn't ready for a typical teenager - I guess I had unusual data to 
draw on. At nineteen I was engaged and helping to run a business, my 
best friend from school was married and had a ehild, and my best 
friend here is relatively mature and responsible, and she's just 
turned 19. So I was totally unprepared for someone whose only 
interest was in finding parties and watching MTV, 


We now have someone else living with us as a border. Dave 
Collins is a friend who just graduated from Western, and wanted a 
place to live month to month, so that when he gets a job he doesn't 
need to worry about trying to break a lease. He's not a fan, but 
don't let that prejudice you, he's really a nice guy. He may still be 
here by the time Ishercon rolls around, so some of you'll get to meet 
him then. 


HHRHE HERE HRHEHHRHHEE HHH RHEE HERHH HH EHHEEE 


This past weekend was the Ann Arbor Beserker. Tullio and I were 
the first to arrive Friday evening, and very shortly Guy showed up and 
a little while later Barry, Cris Cloutier for a short while, Lee and 
then Kiran. Around 2:00 Todd and Mary Lynn came in saying that Bill 
and Bill (Higgins and Leininger) should be right behind them, since 
they saw each other on the way up. We continued to talk about this 
and that, until about 4:00 when Mary Lynn decided to go to sleep. At 
this point we really started to wonder what had happened to Bill and 
Bill. I suggested that maybe they went to Lee's house, but no one 
felt up to going to check. Finally At 6:00 Lee decided to go home, 
and sure enough they were there asleep. 


Saturday we split up - some of us went to a surplus place, and 
everyone else went to book and record stores. We met up downtown at 
the store where Cecila works. After getting back Tullio returned to 
working on a blimp, and Guy worked on wrapping up the house in 
computer tape. Tullio got a blimp up, but Guy got himself wrapped up 
in tape, and then almost everyone else with him. 


We sent up some balloons with a_ strobe attached, but it got 
caught ina tree. When it finally worked itself loose the police were 
there to catch it, and Mary Lynn went to claim it and assure them it 
wasn't anything dangerous. We also sent up a successful balloon 
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payload of several firecrackers and two fountain fireworks which 
looked very nice when they went off. 


Sunday we got rid of all the computer tape by attaching streamers 
of it to one of the blimp bags, and launching a helium jellyfish - but 
not before attaching it to a lawn chair and threatening to send Guy up 
din iti The party split up when Mary Lynn saw a stormfront on the 
radar - she and Todd packed up, then Bill and Bill, and Guy who had 
his motorcycle and didn't want to get caught in the rain. So that 
left a cozy little group - Tullio and I, Barry, Tom, and Kiran. 


We decided to go out to eat, so we called Lee and he met us at 
the restaurant. After getting back, we got into a heavy discussion of 
Gf - what it is, what it should be, where it's going, and who's going 
to get it there. I said that I think we need some organization, and 
after talking about it for awhile this is the tentative system we came 
up with: 


GT as a whole could work something like an apa. There would be 
regional groups who would have meetings once a month. If they had any 
information the wanted the other groups to know about, (projects, 
beserkers, etc. the local secretary would write it up and send it to 
GI Central. The editor, as in an apa, would collate these pages and 
send a complete copy to all the regional secretaries. This would be 
the newsletter of GT, and would only be sent to "official" members 
(i.e. those active in regional groups - either in person at meetings, 
or through letters or phone calls for those people not close enough to 
easily attend such meetings), This is not to replace Pyro. Pyro 
would still be as it is, sent out to a much larger group of people. 
The list of “official" members would be a subset of the pyro mailing 
list. 


Organization would hopefully allow GT as a whole to work on such 
projects as the blimp fleet for Confederation - it would help in 
establishing communication - in People knowing what is needed and 
agreeing who will provide it. It would also separate those who really 
want to work on techie projects with other techies from the "social" 
techies - those who are interested in techie projects, but not to the 
point of giving time to them, 


Each regional group could be made up of smaller groups - for 
instance, Kalamazoo and Ann Arbor locals each might meet every two 
weeks, and they would meet together at the Michigan regional once a 
month. When Ann Arbor has a convention, that group would be 
responsible for planning and hosting the GT meeting and party at that 
con. The meeting would be the normal monthly meeting, but would still 
be open to members of other regions and even non-members. Each region 
would have their own local rules and treasury, and GT Central would 
receive money from each region to cover newsletter costs. Possibly GT 
Central would also have a treasury to be used to help regional 
projects which have a labor force, but a lack of monetary support. 
Projects such as the blimp fleet which are supposed to benefit GT as a 
whole should be supported by GT as a whole - with materiels, labor, 
ideas, or if none of those, money. 


So, what do you think? Mull it over for a couple of months, 
then put your comments and/or ideas in the next issue of the apa. See 


you then. 
=—— | )ONNA 


TRAVELS IN KNOWN SFACE 
OR 
Tre CHINESE WATCH 


BONNIE JONES 
129 BURCHAM #1 
EAST LANSING, MI 48825 


Hello! Sorry I haven’t written lately but I have 
been rather busy. (By the way, I really do have a 
Chinese watch. Digital. now all I have to do is learn 
Chinese numerals. ) 


Spring term was 4 bear. I had a graduate level 
stats course; map design, in which I had to create a 
map completely, from concept to publishing plant; and 
a research project, all due in 10 weeks. Amazingly 
enough, I earned good grades in all, especially stats. 


In the summer, I thought I would take a breather, 
so I got an internship in my field (Wow! You don’t see 
that too often.) working for the (is anybody watching? 
no? okay. you can’t be too careful.) Central 
Intelligence Agency in Washington, D.C. (Pst. Don’t 
tell anyone.) otherwise known as the CIA. To answer 
some of your questions:yes, no, mot much, and I can’t 
tell you. 


But seriously folks, it togk six months of 
investigations to get my top secret clearance for my 
three month job. I made 15 maps while 1 was there, 
mast of which were not classified. I wpdated some of 
the maps that they send to perspective 44% employees 
of the agency. Even though the maps aren‘t 
Classified, they wanted me to take the word ZIA off of 
them, in case they fall into the wrong hands. 


Well, that’s about all I can tell you about the 
wark I did, without having this send to Washington for 
approval, which means I might get it back in time for 
Worldcon 87. 

Please address all further questions to: 


C.I.A. 
Department of Sanitation 
Washington, D.C. 20000 


Drop it in your circular file and we'll get back to 
you. 


Actually, I enjoyed my work and the people I 
worked with. TI even got to play with their Intergraph 
and Scitex systems a little. The Intergraph is used 


, by engir 
is isr 


ing firms for technical drawings. 
i, and was designed originally to 
aper pat ns. Lt it good for fine details 
and patherning larae ar I didn't get to use the 
Tektronix, where they store aur data bases for most of 
the world. 


The average Cartography lab does not have all the 
expensive equipment, Michigan State Cartography Lab 
has the Tektronix 4051 which we use for making base 
maps alsa. (For those of you who want ta know how maps 
are made, I will be writing an article for Fyro 
shortly on the subject.) 


Most of the student employees of the agency were 
housed at an apartment complex that rented by the 
month or week. Oakwood Apartments is basically a 
singles place, full of people who have just maved into 
the area and still looking for permanent housing, 
corporate executives in town on business, military 
types on temporary assignment, airline stewardesses, 
students. The complex we were at, (there are several 
Dakwood complexes around the country) has 22 four 
story buildings with two sets of swimming pool, 
jacuzzi, tennis courts, volleyball, weight rooms. The 
club house has a barbecue grill, giant screen T.V., 
pool tables, ping pong, driving range and a piano in 
the lounge. For a ia@ll fee, the rqoms had 
house ping and linens service, You could also rent a 
oh This was in Alexandria, ginia. 


I made full use of the weight room three nights a 
week after watching MASH reruns on the giant screen 
T.V, This got m2 cut of the apartment and away from my 
two roommates, whom I had differences of opinion with. 
One was a California valley girl and the other was a 
spoiled 18 year @ld from Decatur, IL. We did have a 
fourth roommate but she was only with us two weeks, 
until her apartment was available. it wasn’t as 4 
crowded as it sounds, since we had two bedrooms and so 
for a small fee, I had my awn room. I could also go 
over to the shopping center across the street if I 
needed ta be by myself. 


etra em in the Washington metropolitan 
area is very efficient, ie. the buses run on a 
schedule that is printed, so that everyone knows when 
the bus is coming, mot like in Chicago, where only the 
bus drivers know, and they ain't tellin. The subway 
system is fairly young. It is quiet, clean, and well 
marked. The 6 car trains run e y 8 winutes from 5 am 
to midnight, except on Sunday when they only run fram 
10 am to 6 pm. This was a problem, because there was 
a theater in the city that played old movies, and were 
having a summer special of MGM classics, a double 


feate for #2, unless you buy ten tic 
which I did. But to go on Sune 
{went to the first shew at noon 
home om time. 
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However, one nice thing the metro did was to 
lengthen their hours on nalidays, like July 4th t 
went Gown to the mall that day, along with 650,0 
ether people. It was crazy. The Smithsonian building 
Close at 5:30, except tor the Air and Space Museum, 
which is open till » You should have sean the 
line for the bathrooms in that place about 7:00. I, 
and the girl in front of me, didn’t have to ga when we 
got in line, but by the time we got to the 
facilities...I tried to get close to the rack bands, 
but the closer I got, the slower the crowd moved, 
until it just stopped. Going the other way was 
easier. I heard some of the concert music while I sat 
on the lawn waiting for tt fireworks. They started 
about 9:30. I had decided ahead of time to leave at 
10:15 so I could be home before midnight, since I had 
to go to work the ne day. So, at precisely 10:15, 
after much oohing and aahing, I gat up and started off 
the field. But, wouldn't you know it, a minute later 
the fireworks were over and 500,000 other people left 
with me. Finding the subway wasn too difficult, just 
follow the crowd. Once into the suaway, I latched on 
to two guys with a cooler who were experts at moving 
through densely p crowds. They shoved me and 
themselves on to a subway car that sardines wouldn't 
have ventured on to. As the warning signal for closing 
the door sounded, one fellow says to the other re 
you an?" and the other one says “the cooler is but I 
still have one foot on the platform." I only had to 
travel to the next station, but when we pulled in, the 
door that I had to get out of was opposite of the one 
I got on! Well, lucky for me I went ta Lane Tech High 
School. Four years of trying to get from one end of 
the building, stopping at your locker, and getting to 
the other end of the building in four minutes really 
paid off. I got off the train with seconds to spare, 
caught the bus and walked in the door at midnight. 


My parents visited me in August and I wanted them 
to see as much as possible in 4 days but I think I 
over did it. My dad was sa tired by Saturday that he 
let me drag him to a movie, "Back to the Future”. Not 
that it wasn’t a good show, but to get my dad to the 
movies takes an act of congress, 1 think he just 
wanted to sit down tor a couple of haurs. Im four days 
we did the Smithsonian, Mount Vernon, Old Alexandria 
and Georgetown. Does th sound Li too much ta you? 
Wait, I forgot about Arlington Cemetery and a round of 
golf, and...we@ll, maybe it was a bit much. 


s and Andy Anda also got a chance to 

our nation’s capitol. They arrived just before 
“ day weekend. Andy was coming for his cousin’s 
wedding and Sam agre to come because of many 
obnoxious phonecalls fram opposite ends of the country 
- fran me and Andy. We did much of the tourist-type 
stuff and had a great time, once Sam’s luggage showed 
up from New Jersey, NOTE: the new shuttle movie at 
the Air and Space Museum is worth seeing. I hear it is 
touring the country. 


One evening, Andy and 1 went up past Baltimore to 
see Jeff and Carol Duntemann. We went out for 
seatood, and Andy and Jeff talked shop. Both are doing 
fine, like their jobs and are making oodles of money. 
They are going ta some remote island in the spring to 
see Halley and planning to have a campout in August. 
Jeff's book on Pascal should be out any day. We 
didn’t talk to Carol long because she had other plans 
that evening. Fandom in their town leaves a little to 
be desired. For further information, contact Jeff 
Duntemann, c/o north of Baltimore. 


Well, I would just like to finish up with the 
words of Gahan Wilson from Omni, October 1985. 


“What are shopping malls? @ way of .compressing 
everything our society holds dear into one large 
container," 


His theory is that many of the 
that aue saciety is doing is to prepare our way to 
space: Things such as shopping malls, fast food 
joints and environmental pollution are preparing us 
for emigration. He figured this out by using his 
right brain. It seems that we don’t know it yet 
because our right brains are not speaking to our left 
brains. 


strange things 


Ti| next Tim €, 


MORE RAVINGS FROM THE GREAT WHITE NORTH 


A contribution to ApaTech #38 by Roxanne Meida Shields of P.O. Box 488, 
Houghton, MI 49931 being brought to you on a Morrow Micro-Decision computer 
with the assistance of an Epson RX-80 printer and reproduction method yet to 
be determined, and composed on September 11, 1985 and continued on October 
1. Copyright 1985 by the author, just in case I Addidéndtally write anything 
usable. 


For thase of you who know my sister, Lori, she is still in the Navy, sta- 
tioned in Puerto Rico with her husband, Bruce Castle. They are expecting a 
child in mid-February! I am very excited, as it extends our family another 
generation, and I get to be an aunt in my own right. 


Issue #37 was a bit thinner than I expected, but since it came out in the 
middle of summer vAtAtiddA and ApaTech is to some extent just “getting back 
on line" after a six month hiatus, that's to be expected. Therefore, Mail- 
ing Comments will come first. 


Cover - Simple but effective. 


S55 times - Sorry about that. The Xerox machine I used lets you put a bunch 
of pages in one end and get a document copied on both sides and collated out 
the other. In fact, doing it any other way on that machine is MORE work! 

So that’s what I did (wanting to be as quick as possible about it) and 
rather than just bundle the collated mess off, I stapled them together so 
that you could (hopefully) figure out what was going on. Since I no longer 
have access to that machine (or any free machine, for that matter) future 
zines will probably be single side only and on white paper rather than 
colored.//As far as frequency/deadlines go, I seem to be able to get a zine 
out about once every two months. Therefore the current frequency is fine 
for me. Currently if I missed an issue, it would be four months between 
submissions, which is very long to my way of thinking. I could also enjoy 
an every month deadline, and just contribute to every other issue. But 
whatever everyone else decides is fine with me. 


Transporter Topics - Scott's sister has three daughters (aged 4, 19 months 

and { month) but they live in Pennsylvania so it is very enjoyable 
having nieces. Whenever I see something cute for little kids, I can send it 
to one of them, and because of the distance, we never have to babysit. It’s 
a great arrangement.//Re universal sounds--there was an interesting pragram 
on PBS recently which dealt with that very subject. A researcher developed 
a sound-spectrograph which puts out a "picture" of sounds (much like a voice 
print I guess). He took pictures of animal growls, bird chirps, howling, 
etc. and compared them to the sounds of humans when angry, submissive, 
crying, etc. They were remarkably similar. From this research he developed 
a theory that we and other animals respond to the tone of voice as much as 
the words. (I think I already knew that.) But he went on to say that this 
may explain why we use high-pitched (non-threatening) tones when talking to 
very young babies, pets and other animals, and why our voice gets deeper 
(more threatening) when we attempt to assert authority aver others and other 
animals. 


More Ravings Page Two 


Scott and I are both taking private pilot ground school. I have no idea if 
we will ever get time and/or finances to take the actual flying lessons, but 
I've wanted to learn to fly for a long time, and finally we're taking the 
first steps. If nothing else, it will be an interesting experience. Our 
instructor is Chinese (from Hong Kong) and a grad student in Mechanical and 
Aeronautical Engineering. She is also a research assistant and how she finds 
time to teach her regular classes, the flying, and the regular and instrument 
ground schools is beyond me. It is sometimes difficult to believe that she 
actually exists and isn’t just a character in a Japanese super-hero cartoon. 
Ground school itself is also interesting. I am learning all sorts of new 
words and can now say incredibly sophisticated-sounding sentences which 
really aren't very sophisticated but it impresses the hell out of the 
natives. I guess this is supposed to be half the fun though. 


I am trying to get into writing more, especially fiction. I have no idea if 
it will be successful in an economic way - I'd have to let someone else read 
it, and so far I haven‘t done that - but it is also something I have wanted 
to do for a long time and am finally getting around to. I am trying to 
develop a story around the map that appeared on the ApaTech-before-last and 
IT am also trying to do some science fiction. We'll see how it goes, If 
anything looks good, I will put it in a future ApaTech. 


For the record, Houghton had a trace of snow last night (September 30). 


There is a movement underfoot in Lansing and Washington, D.C., to declare as 
wilderness a whole lot of the Upper Peninsula. I am opposed to this, 
although I see myself as a conservationist. 


Across the United States, there is a return to woodburning as a means of 
fuel. Also we have become very dependent on wood and paper products in our 
way of life. Everyone in America uses a lot of wood/paper products during 
any given day--from Kleenex and TP, to paper towels, disposable diapers, 
cardboard boxes, not to mention their house itself. 


Il understand the motives of the people who come to Upper Michigan, "Gosh- 
wow" their way through the forests, and proceed back to their concrete city 
life to legislate that the trees never be cut. They want to save the beauty 
of the forests, and not have them "Scarred" by intermittent bare spots. But 
they are very narrow-sighted. They ignore the fact that these hills were 
absolutely bare only forty years ago, and have trees now only because it is 
very difficult to kill a forest. 


What we need is sound forest management. Cutting needs to take place in 
order to satisfy the demands of the society, and to insure the safety of the 
forest. We are not in a position to allow the burning which took place 
historically. Also, the declaration of "wilderness" prohibits any develap- 
ment at all--roads and parks are also prohibited. The Upper Peninsula is in 
a permanent depression economically. Wood products and tourism are about 
all that is left since the mines closed (copper is cheaper in Chile). A 
Wilderness declaration will secure another generation of welfare recipients 
rather than a new generation of forest industialists. It is a heavy price 
to pay in the name of “natural” beauty. 


AMORFHOUS ABSTRACTIONS by: Guy Wicker now at: 564 South Blvd. 
Rochester, Mi 480463 
(313) 852-8081 


Life in the Big Blue Corporation 


ITEM has everything a young computer techie could ever dream of: Billions of 
research dollars; huge development systems; experts in every facet of 
computation that you can freely consult with; and a desire to be the producer 
of the most powerful computer system on Earth. After establishing the reality 
of all this, I eagerly joined. It was great! no-one had the least idea of how 
to go about designing a supercomputer. Odd fact, considering all the experts 
they supposedly had. I jumped right in and showed them all the things they 
were doing wrong. Not that I was an expert, mind you, but there was just so 
much they were doing wrong that it was hard to miss. 


Your manager is your master. He is your link to the rest of the company. You 
can talk to whoever you want, whenever you want, but officially all activity you 
perform outside your group is arranged by your manager. This makes it 

important to have a good working relationship with this person. Management at 
TEM often take it upon themselves to handle the technical exchange with other 
areas. It gives them more control. 


Anyway, I spent my time proving that my management was wrong, causing them 
considerable embarrassment on top of the embarrassment that they weren‘t 
succeeding. The more my credibility grew, the worse it gat. It is not gaad 
to work against the thing that pays you. It was a lot of fun quitting, though. 


Life in a Littler Corporation (Energy Conversion Devices) 


ECD has everything a young computer techie could ever dream of: no formal 
management structure; one of the most advanced engineering workstations 
available (Daisy Mega-Chipmaster); 135 PhD physicists working on semiconductor 
device technology that you can consult with; and a desire to be the producer of 
the most powerful computer system on Earth. I guess you could dream of the 
billions of dollars, still. But this corporation has one thing that keeps it 
Paying it’s bills, the founder: Stan Ovshinsky. He has a talent for selling 
dreams to the executive management of other corporations. This leads to 

large research grants to the Institute of Amorphous Studies (a subsidiary 

group of ECD) on a regular basis. 


This is a very unusual company. It’s chances of success are small, but if 
it succeeds it could dramatically change the computer industry and, thus, 
get the billions of dollars. This will be enough to fulfill another wish 
of the company; to wallpaper space with solar celis. One of 

the impressive products this place has developed is a machine that makes 
continuous sheets of solar cells thinner than cellophane wrap. 


The secret behind all this esoteric technology is amorphous silicon. 

That is non-crystalline silicon, or glass. Amorphous silicon is real cheap 

stuff and it’s properties are a lot more varied than crystalline silicon. 

The physicists here are trying ta exploit these variations. My particular 

interest in it all is the potential for three dimensional circuitry. 

crystalline silicon must be processed at temperatures above 1000 celsius. 

Things have a tendency to melt at these temperatures. After creating a 

single layer of computer circuitry, if you try to build another layer on top, 

the bottom layer is exposed to these temperatures and all the circuitry 
diffuses together, creating a mess. Amorphous silicon is processed at less 


“than S00 Celsius. “You can expose the circuitry to this heat for about a 
trillion squared times as long before the same amount of diffusion takes place. 
Thousands of layers of circuitry could be placed on top of one another, making 
micro-cubes instead of micro-chips. It’s fun work and a very refreshing 
environment after IBM. However, I think that in order for a high-tech company 
to succeed it has to have a disposition somewhere in between IBM and ECD. 


I‘m glad to be back in the midwest. The east coast is too impersonal and 
competitive. However, it was nice having a con to go to every other weekend 
and having less than 240 miles to travel to most of them. Much different 
than Houghton, where there are 6 cons a year within 600 miles. The Detroit 
area is somewhere in between. 


Austin was fun, despite the heat and lack of attendance. The temperature and 
humidity were both around 105. Attending membership was around 2400, I think. 
Pretty small for a NASFIC. The con was set up for an attendance of 4000, so 
it wasn’t crowded. I made the mistake of arriving Wednesday night. There was 
nothing on Wednesday night. The con didn’t really open until Friday morning. 
I guess I can’t reaily complain since that’s what the program book said, but 
at LA Con, I arrived Thursday and it seemed like the con was in full swing. 


Tom Snoblen and Lee Hart had a berserker on the weekend of September 20th. It 
was a lot of fun. Much helium was spent in blimp research. One conversation 
that particularly interested me was on small orbital craft. What is the 
smallest vehicle that could take off from sea level, achieve Earth orbit and 
be detectable from the ground? This could be an interesting GT project. 


The suggestion I liked best was a high altitude balloon with a chemical rocket 
attached. The rocket could launch into orbit when the balloon reaches its 
maximum height. The highest any balloon has made it is 68 miles. 

It might be passible to achieve orbit at around 100 miles. This leaves 

32 miles to be travelled by racket plus enough to get it up to orbiting speed. 
It will probably require around 20,000 miles per hour to make an orbit that 
low. Also there are atmospheric effects up that high which will add a little 
bit. A payload of the smallest size is very important. Perhaps a 10 gram 
transmitter could be made that could pulse a few times on achieving orbital 
height and a few times after completing orbit. It might be possible to build 
a 5 kilogram rocket that could bring 10 grams up that far and that fast. 

That would take better fuel than Estes engines. It would also take a lot of 
helium. 


MAILING COMMENTS 


Rod - Radar ECM devices have existed since police started using radar. 
Legally you must have a HAM license to broadcast on those frequencies 
and there are hazardous emission considerations so no-one has marketed 
them. Gun control discussions don’t belong in APA Tech; Blaster control 
discussions do. 


Roxanne - All around my neighberhood, in Rochester and Troy, robotics companies 
are starting up. I’1ll get a list of addresses together and send it to 
you. Robotics activity in the Detroit area seems to be growing ata 
phenomenal rate. 


MOSTLY ABOUT HOUSES 
Rolf Wilson 
611 W. Hill 
Champaign, 1.61820 
(217) 359-7486 

Mary had the right idea. A week or so before we were going 
to move, she sprained her ankle badly, requiring a cast. Thus, she 
missed the whole thing. Of course, that plan requires spending 3 
weeks with your ankle in a cast... 

The actual closing of the house went fine. All you have to do is 
sign all the papers they give you and hope your lawyer 
understands them. Gee, a 30-year loan. Im not used to thinking 
about the year 2015 in quite that way. 

I decided to rent the biggest truck | could and try to move 
everything at once while { could get as many people as possible 
together. A 22-foot truck was the largest | could get - and it 
wasn't large enough. They give estimates on how many rooms 
equal how many feet of truck - they don't apply if you have lots of 
books. It was an immense fo, Really, if we ever move again (not 
soon - | moved in 75,76,77,78,79,81,82,83,84 and 85) we will 
have to have it done professionally. None of our friends are crazy 
enough to try it again. 

An old house fs a good thing to own if time (and money) Iie 
heavily on your hands. Whatever possesed US to try it? We need 
some rewiring done, but the estimates were (ahem) shocking. One 
of the lights upstairs shorted out, and we found that most of the 
entire second floor is on one circuit. There is potential for more 
circuits, but they haven't been run yet. Pyne way, it was quite 
a short - it blew the circuit breaker. Not tripped - blew. The 

tters were in lousy shape, so we had those replaced. So, while 

@ guttering was torn off, we got downpours. Another uh 
project is the stairs. We didn’t have any. So someone we know 
who does restoration work has been putting in a new set of stairs 
to turn this place back into a single-family residence. Beats going 
outside up the back stairs to go to bed at night. 

On the way to Rochester, Minnesota in July to attend the 
wedding of Dave Marquart and Tamara Aisenbray, our car 
developed a funny noise and lost most of its power. Remember, 
this a Chevette and doesn't have any power to spare. Gave me 
some anxious moments, like the semi coming downhill behind when 
where construction had blocked the other lane. We got it to a 
Chevy dealer to look at. When we came back to check up on it, 
they started It and it ran fine, except for the small detail that 
‘some cover had not been replaced, and it sprayed me with oil from 
head to foot. Literally. This was only 15 minutes before the 
wedding rehersal (for which | was in the wedding party) but | was 
so pleased that it ran that | wasn't even upset. 

It may have been the smoothest wedding | have ever been to - 
good thing, because it fs all on videotape. Including Gerald 
Hokagen, in full el dee 

For the second time this year, | had to move the Vax at work 
and everything attached to it. Actually moving it takes a morning. 
Getting all the cables connected again properly takes several days. 
Getting everything working properly again takes two or three 
weeks. One of our disks took the opportunity to scrape all the 
information recorded on it into a small pile of magnetic shavings. 
At least this time, it will be in a properly temperature and 
humidity-controlled room. It is in the same machine room where 
the Cray is going. At the moment, It is almost the Sly thing in 
the entire room. It was great fun watching them test the fire 
system. If a fire is detected, the entire room is flooded with 
Halon gas under pressure, which prevents combustion, yet will 
not damage electronics or personnel. It comes out FAST, and 
looks like some kind of Speilberg special effect, with roiling white 
clouds and levitating ceiling panels. 

As mentioned before, we hold Thanksgiving in July. (Actually 
early August this time) We had a mere 16 people - next year 
maybe we can get more, Everything was still dreadfully 
disorganized, but it worked out. It was fun showing off the new 
house, even if we had to talk more about what we wanted to do in 
the future than what was here now. The people from the Chicago 


area usually scream with pain when they find out how little house! 
cost down here. 

Back to remodelling. The furnace that came with the house 
was areal monster, dating back to the era of coal, and very 
inefficient. So out it went, to be replaced by a medium-sized box 
in the corner which will cost perhaps half as much to run. Which 
is very good - this !s a BIG house. Also good is the fact that | can 
now walk around the basement without ducking every few feet. 

A bunch of us went to see “The Black Cauldron” from Disney. 
Mary refused to go, because she had read the books. She was 
probably right: | read the books in a rush afterwards, and 
probably would have been disappointed if | had done it the other 
way around. In case you are wondering, the movie is a fairly 
mangled version of the first 2 (of 5) books by Lloyd Alexander. 

Is semester, | decided to take a course for the first time 
since | graduated In 1979. CS273 isn't very challenging (it looks 
like portions of several other courses | took here) but it is a 
prerequisite.for a number of tipiertevel courses that | would like 
to take. | really should have Laken advantage of this before - the 
fees | had to pay were a small fraction of the cost of the textbook 

{ don’t have a lot to say about the Nasfic, but | think that this 
is the first time I have gone to a convention of this size and not 
bought a single book in the huckster’s room. Doug Hosto says this 
de-emphasis on literature is common in the Southern cons. Come 
to think of it, there was a lot of that inLA. What it is about warm 
water that makes people forget how to read? 

Now that we have a basement, Mary wanted a tablesaw to do 
her woodworking. So we ordered one. But when it showed up on 
truck, the people delivering it had NO tools to move it or even get 
it off the truck! We improvised a ramp to get it off, then | ran off 
to rent a dolly (leaving the saw on the side of the street - it 
weighs 400 pounds and would be hard to steal) and dragged my 
brother out of his kitchen where he was making dinner to help me 
get it downstairs. When we did, we found some interesting things 
We had patie an extended saw table - but only the frame is 
included. You have to build the table insert yourself. Of course. 
the saw would be the perfect tool to build it, but it couldn't be 
used until we were done. One other thing it didn’t come with -a 
plug. | suppose it makes some kind of sense because they have no 
idea which of the several 220V outlets you might have. 

Of course, our trip to Austin was timed so that | would miss 
the arrival of the Cray at the U of |. Believe me, this is probably 
the most noticable computer you will ever see - it is a vivid 
reddish-orangs! And they have a circle of lights in the ceiling jus 
to illuminate it. It's laughable, but to ge the money for big-time 
science you have to able to impress the politicians. 

ChUSFA has been travelling this Nae After being thrown out 
of the Illini Union we put our books (in boxes) in John Nine’s 
basement. But now the Channing-Murry Foundation is renting us a 
room large enough for our paperbacks for a small fee. The 
hardcovers are going in my basement. There is room to put them 
up here, but | live 2 miles from campus and my house is not open 
all day... So anyway, we had to move it all again. Adding to the 
problem is the fact that we “cloned” most of our wooden shelves 
by cutting them so that they are only half as deep, thus getting 2 
shelves for the price of 1. Nifty. but it only works if the original 
shelves are as deep as these, which originally held shoeboxes for 
Goldblatts. 

There was one other thing taking up space in the new room. A\ 
old piano, which. they offered to anyone who was foolish enough to 
try to move it. Mary wanted it, so | bribed a group of ChUSFAns 
with offers of free pizza and we got it into our house. It was a 
really awful job, and we almost did not make it. But now we have 
a piano which needs retuning, refinishing and wheels that won't 
scratch the floor sitting right in the middle of the traffic pattern 
for our ground floor. Mary is delighted. 

Well, that brings me up to the present. The house Is still a 
messs, we have boxes everywhere, and we will be fixing and 
remodelling things for years to come. Well, | needed something to 
occupy my “copious free time”. 


